

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend Claims 1, 3 and 5-19 to read as follows. (Although Claims 3-8 and 
1 1-17 have been withdrawn from consideration, as directed to non-elected species, Claims 3, 5-8 
and 11-17 have been amended to attend to formal matters.) 



transduce r s being adapted to heat a liquid used for printing and introduced through a liquid 
int r oduction passage and to e ject the liquid through an ejection port forming surface; and 



base is accommodated, and having conn e cting portions elect r ically connected to said 
elect r othermal transduce r s in said base; 

wher e in said tap e m e mb e r includes r e inforcement portions having a larger rigidity 
than that of said connecting portions and connected at one end to electrode portions on said base 

a tape-like frame member having an electrical wiring, said tape-like frame 
member including a base provided with elements for generating energy for ejecting a liquid to be 
used for printing through ejection ports, said base having a first electrode for receiving electrical 
power supplied to said elements from a source outside of said base, a conductive layer for 
forming said electrical wiring, and a tape member for supporting said conductive layer: 



1. 



(Currently Amended) A tape provided with a base, comprising: 



a base having electrothermal t r ansduc er s formed the re in, the electrothermal 



a tape m e mb e r arrang e d at a pe r iphery of an accommodating portion wher e the 



a second electrode provided at said base, said second electrode not receiving 



electricity: 



a first connecting portion formed of a first portion of said conductive layer, said 



-3- 



first connecting portion not being supported by said tape member, and said first connecting 
portion being conductivelv bonded to said first electrode; 

a second connecting portion formed of a second portion of said conductive layer, 
said second connecting portion not being supported by said tape member, and said second 
connecting portion being conductivelv bonded to said second electrode to which electricity is not 
supplied; 

wherein said second connecting portion forms reinforcement portions for 
reinforcing a junction between said first connecting portion and said first electrode by bonding 
said second connecting portion to said second electrode . 

2. (Original) A tape provided with a base according to claim 1, wherein said 
reinforcement portions are arranged to face corners of said base. 

3. (Currently Amended) A tape provided with a base according to claim 1, 
wherein said reinforcement portions are arranged to face an almost central parts of eadrof 
opposing ends of said base. 

4. (Withdrawn) A tape provided with a base according to claim 1 , wherein 
said reinforcement portions are arranged to face opposing ends of said base and installed at a 
plurality of locations on each of said opposing ends. 
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5. (Currently Amended) A tape provided with a base according to claim 1, 
wherein parts of said tape member facing one ends of said reinforcement portions , respectively, 
each have a notched portion. 

6. (Currently Amended) A tape provided with a base according to claim 1, 
wherein, below an opening formed in a part of said tape member that faces said accommodating 
portion there are arranged a plurality of said bases to each of which said reinforcement portions 
are connected. 

7. (Currently Amended) A tape provided with a base according to claim 6, 
wherein said opening is divided into a plurality of openings, one for each of said bases. 

8. (Currently Amended) A tape provided with a base according to claim 1 , 
whe r ein, wherein said base is arranged below an opening formed in a part of said tape member 
that faces said accommodating portion there is arranged one of said base . 

9. (Currently Amended) A liquid ejection print head for ejecting a liquid 
through ejection ports to effect printing, said liquid ejection print head comprising: 

a tape provided with a base as claimed in claim 1, 

a conductive lay e r having connecting portions joined to said tape memb e r, said 
connecting portions being connected to e lectrode po r tions on said base, said elect r od e p ortions 
being e l e ctrically connected to said elect r othermal transduc er s; and 
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a body having a liquid sup p ly p ortion fo r int ro ducing said liquid to said base, 

whe re in said connecting portions include b r anch portions branched at one end and 
electrically connect e d to said electrode portions on said bas e and reinforc e m e nt portions having a 
larger rigidity than that of said b r anch portions and conn e cted at one e nd to said e lectrode 
portions on said base 

a supplying passage for supplying a liquid to said ejection ports: 

a conductive layer for forming an electrical wiring; 

a tape member for supporting said conductive layer; 

a base provided with elements for generating energy for ejecting a liquid to be 
used for printing through said ejection ports, said base having a first electrode for receiving 
electrical power supplied to said elements from a source outside of said base; 

a second electrode provided at said base, said second electrode not receiving 

electricity; 

a first connecting portion formed of a first portion of said conductive layer, said 
first connecting portion not being supported by said tape member, and said first connecting 
portion being conductivelv bonded to said first electrode; 

a second connecting portion formed of a second portion of said conductive layer, 
said second connecting portion not being supported by said tape member, and said second 
connecting portion being conductivelv bonded to said second electrode to which electricity is not 
supplied when said liquid ejection print head is operated; 
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wherein said second connecting portion forms reinforcement portions for 
reinforcing a junction between said first connecting portion and said first electrode by bonding 
said second connecting portion to said second electrode . 

10. (Currently Amended) A liquid ejection print head according to claim 9, 
wherein said reinforcement portions of said conn e cting portions are arranged to face corners of 
said base. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A liquid ejection print head according to claim 9, 
wherein said reinforcement portions of said conn e cting po r tions are arranged to face an almost 
central parts of each of opposing ends of said base. 

12. (Currently Amended) A liquid ejection print head according to claim 9, 
wherein said reinforcement portions of said connecting portions are arranged to face opposing 
ends of said base and installed at a plurality of locations on each of said opposing ends. 

13. (Currently Amended) A liquid ejection print head according to claim 9, 
wherein parts of said tape member facing one ends of said reinforcement portions , respectively. 
of said connecting portions each have a notched portion. 

14. (Currently Amended) A liquid ejection print head according to claim 9, 
wherein, below an opening formed in a part of said tape member that faces said accommodating 




portion there are arranged a plurality of said bases to eadrof which said reinforcement portions 
are connected. 

15. (Currently Amended) A liquid ejection print head according to claim 14, 
wherein said opening is divided into a plurality of openings, one for each of said bases. 

16. (Currently Amended) A liquid ejection print head according to claim 9, 
wherein, wherein said base is arranged below an opening formed in a part of said tape member 
that faces said accommodating portion th er e is ar r anged one of said bas e. 

17. (Currently Amended) A liquid ejection print head according to claim 9, 
wherein said branch portions and said reinforcement portions of said connecting portions are 
arranged in a direction of an array of said ejection ports in said an ejection port fo r ming port- 
forming surface. 

18. (Currently Amended) A liquid ejection print head according to claim 9, 
wherein said b r anch portions and said reinforcement po r tions of said connecting portions ar e 
ar r ang e d in a di r ection p e rp e ndicula r to said dir e ction of a rr ay of e jection po r ts in said ejection 
p ort forming surfac e said first connecting portion and said second connecting portion are 
arranged in a direction crossing a direction of an array of said ejection ports . 
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19. (Currently Amended) A liquid ejection print head according to claim 9, 
wherein said the liquid is an ink or a processing liquid for rendering said the ink insoluble. 
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